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Foreword

Evangelist Tamryn is a fire-filled preacher and a dynamic voice 
in the Body of Christ, taking the nations by storm through 

her incredible teachings on the blood of Jesus. Her transforma-
tive ministry is winning the lost and equipping believers for soul- 
winning, as she boldly proclaims the story of Jesus, the ultimate 
Lamb who was sacrificed so that we may have eternal life! 

Through her book, Why Christ Died, she continues to declare 
and explore the truths that undergird the death and resurrection 
of Jesus. In the pages that follow, evangelist Tamryn dives into the 
logistics of His sacrifice, helping the reader fully understand why 
eternal life can only be found in Him and what sufferings He need-
ed to endure to secure redemption for us.

Let us seek to better understand and more boldly proclaim the tes-
timony of our Savior King. Let us shout from the rooftops with heart-
felt conviction, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain!” (Rev. 5:12, ESV).

As a leader, I know there is something phenomenal in this young 
lady and it has to be recognized in South Africa, Africa and across 
the world! I really believe that she is, and will continue to be, a tre-
mendous vessel in the hand of God, starting spiritual fires every-
where she preaches.
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Evangelist Tamryn is an excellent example to all, proving that 
if your life is totally submitted and surrendered to God, there is 
nothing that you cannot do in Jesus’ mighty name! 

– Pastor At Boshoff, Senior Pastor, Christian Revival Church



The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him,  
and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who  

takes away the sin of the world!”
– John 1:29, NKJV
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Introduction

I am an evangelist. My team and I hold mass crusades across the 
continent of Africa—tens of thousands congregating in service 

after service. What do I preach at these glorious gatherings? A 
fixed and fundamental truth that supersedes all others: I proclaim 
that God freely gives eternal life to all who would believe in His 
Son, Jesus Christ. 

What is eternal life? It is hearts being made the dwelling place of 
the Almighty, and Heaven becoming the guaranteed destination of 
all those in whom He abides. The alternative is horrific. It is separa-
tion from God during this life and thereafter, judgment and eternal 
condemnation. We all need saving from this catastrophic condition 
and damning destiny. Jesus declared: “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16, NKJV). But 
what does it mean to believe in Jesus? 

In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul wrote: “Now I make known to you, 
brothers and sisters, the gospel which I preached to you, which you 
also received, in which you also stand, by which you also are saved, 
if you hold firmly to the word which I preached to you, unless you 
believed in vain. For I handed down to you as of first importance 
what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the 
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third day according to the Scriptures” (vv. 1–4, NASB). Christ died 
for our sins. Christ was buried. Christ was raised on the third day. 
If we believe this, we will be saved. Why? Why does His death and 
resurrection have such power? Why Christ Died dives in and seeks 
to answer that question. 

Precious reader, I want you to fully understand what Jesus has 
achieved for you. If you are already His and He is already yours, 
this knowledge will greatly intensify your relationship with Him 
and enable you to speak more easily about Him to others. If you 
do not yet believe in Him, my prayer is that this book will result 
in you making that decision. Be assured that the love God has for 
you is indescribable. His devotion to you is unwavering and rad-
ical. He forged a way for you to be with Him forever through the 
blood, sacrifice and suffering of His Son. He wants you desperate-
ly. He yearns for you relentlessly. But will you accept His love for 
you? This decision is yours and yours alone.

– Tamryn Klintworth



PART 1
THE NEED FOR SALVATION

For you know that it was not with perishable things such as 
silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of 
life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the 
precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.  

He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was  
revealed in these last times for your sake. 

– 1 Peter 1:18–20, NIV
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CHAPTER 1

 Making Humankind

 The first statement that Paul makes in the previously quoted 
passage from 1 Corinthians 15 is that Jesus died for our sins. 

“For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures” (v. 3, NKJV). 
We do not like speaking about sin. It makes us uncomfortable. 
It raises guilty memories and past regrets. Nonetheless, we can-
not avoid discussing it if we truly want to understand what Jesus 
achieved for us. The sin within us is the reason why eternal death 
is our current portion. It is the reason why Jesus needed to come 
and save us. A reader of the Word does not need to navigate very 
far through Scripture before the problem of sin presents itself. The 
first book of the Bible—Genesis—introduces the issue.

 Genesis begins with God creating the heavens and the earth. 
The mind boggles as to what this entailed. From stars of immea-
surable light to the minutest of minutia, He spun and wove them 
all. Yet the Bible speeds through these steps, not detailing the pro-
cess. Yes, God was pleased. He saw everything that He had made 
and deemed it very good (see Genesis 1:31). Then God formed us. 
All of a sudden, the story slowed down. The Godhead deliberated. 
Dominion was bestowed. Against all the glamor and glitz of the 
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cosmos, we are His prize. The stars seem dim and nature crass in 
comparison to even the weakest among us. We are His obsession, 
the crown of His creation: 

 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to 
Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God 
created man in His own image; in the image of God He creat-
ed him; male and female He created them. Then God blessed 
them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the 
earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over 
the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on 
the earth.” And God said, “See, I have given you every herb that 
yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree 
whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food. Also, to  every 
beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and to everything that 
creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I have given every green 
herb for food”; and it was so. 

 – Genesis 1:26–30, NKJV

Everything else was created for us. Everything else was sum-
moned into being to sustain, delight and support us. “Then God 
said, ‘Let us make man in Our image,’” we read. Here was consul-
tation, excitement and anticipation. God the Father, God the Son 
and God the Holy Spirit gathered together to pause and consider. 
The moment had come: Humankind was about to be fashioned. 
What would sustain and please him had already been supplied: 
the sun would warm his skin; the produce of the earth would fill 
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his belly; the animals would bring companionship and fascination 
to his habitat; the stars would cause his soul to wonder. Everything 
had been perfectly prepared to receive him and his governance. 
The Godhead considered what he would be like: made in Their 
image, according to Their likeness. They considered what his pur-
pose would be: master over all creation, subject only to God Him-
self. They paused and considered. They paused and anticipated. 
They paused and pondered. Then, they created. First male and 
then female, they created them. One wonders at the beauty of that 
original man and woman. They must have been spectacular. They 
were utterly innocent and radiated untainted perfection.

We read in greater detail of the creation of humankind in 
 Genesis 2:7 (CSB): “Then the Lord God formed the man out of 
the dust from the ground and breathed the breath of life into his 
nostrils, and the man became a living being.” Do not be deterred 
by the humbleness of the material out of which the first man was 
made. It created an intrinsic connection between who he was and 
what he was called to oversee. God is a master artist and any true 
master of art seeks a medium that is foundational, basic and whol-
ly malleable to their touch. With such matter, an artist can make 
exactly what they want. Nothing dictates the shape or color of their 
vision. They have a blank canvas, so to speak. The artist can make 
what their heart desires. And so, once God had made man in the 
exact form of His choosing, He breathed into him. God kissed man 
into existence. This is a picture of absolute intimacy. He could have 
commanded life to go into man. He could have commanded man 
to come to life. Not so; rather, He bent down, drew man into His 
embrace until they were nostril to nostril, mouth to mouth, and He 
breathed into man, and man awoke. 
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Let us study the relationship between Adam and God. “The 
Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put 
the man whom He had formed. And out of the ground the Lord 
God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for 
food” (Gen. 2:8–9, NKJV). Here we see absolute care and abundant 
provision. God treated man like a beloved child. He placed him in a 
stunning environment that overflowed with provision and pleasure. 
This is the heart of God towards us. He yearns to supply not only the 
necessities, but also that which would bring us joy. God also gave 
Adam purpose. Man needs purpose; he requires constructive activ-
ity. “The Lord God took the man and placed him in the Garden of 
Eden to tend and watch over it” (v. 15, CSB). 

We read earlier in Genesis that God gave man dominion over 
all creation. Man did not tend Eden as a hired laborer; he tended 
it as a son of the Creator. He was master of the earth, subject only 
to God. God placed great trust in Adam. He had created his mind, 
and He had created his heart. “The Lord God had formed out of 
the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the sky. He 
brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and 
whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name” 
(v. 19, NIV). Naming something is a great privilege. When a new 
species is discovered, when a celestial body is plotted in the heav-
ens, when an invention is designed or an artwork fashioned, who 
is given the privilege of naming it? Usually, it is the one who lo-
cated it or created it. Here, God cedes this right to Adam. Why? 
Because He had given Adam dominion. Adam had been entrusted 
with the earth. He had been provided with provision, pleasure and 
purpose. God trusted man. God loved man. God freely gave man 
every good thing. 
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When God created Eve, He found in her another to love and 
trust in the same way and to the same degree as Adam. She would 
govern creation alongside her husband. “And the Lord God caused 
a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his 
ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. Then the rib which the 
Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He 
brought her to the man” (Gen. 2:21–22, NKJV). When God made 
Adam, he used dust as a medium. When He formed Eve, He used 
living tissue, namely a rib bone. What God wanted humankind to 
be—our basic shape, complexity and substance—had already been 
defined. Forming woman out of man would solidify the intima-
cy between them. “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my 
flesh,” Adam said (v. 23, NIV). He felt the bond truly and intensely.
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 CHAPTER 2

 Free Choice

 Together with every good thing, God gave Adam and Eve ac-
tive and intelligent minds. They were neither puppets nor 

playthings. Yes, Adam and Eve were completely dependent on God: 
God was the giver and ultimate owner of all committed to them and 
the very source of their life. But they had a range of independence 
within that dependence. God wanted them to think, reason and re-
solve, just as He did. This was part of being made in His image. 
Governing His creation would require thought, wisdom and pro-
cess in addition to consideration, memory and method. 

 This non-puppet principle also applied to their relationship 
with the Lord. Love that is forced is not love. Trust that is forced 
is not trust. These things need to be freely chosen. And so, even 
though God had given Adam and Eve everything—a spirit, a soul 
and a body along with an earth to enjoy and govern—God knew 
He had to give them something else, something that would make 
His relationship with them true and authentic. What did God need 
to give them? It was the option of rejecting Him. A person cannot 
freely choose to be in relationship with someone if rejecting them 
is not an option. God wanted a man and a woman who loved Him, 
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trusted Him and chose to abide with Him forever. They had not 
chosen to be created. They had not chosen to have dominion over 
all creation. They had not chosen to be in relationship with God. 
And so, for the relationship between them and God to have any 
validity, God needed to provide them with an alternative. He had 
chosen them, but they needed to choose Him in return. Conse-
quently, a command was issued that would give them that alter-
native. Consider these two verses: “Out of the ground the Lord 
God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good 
for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil” (Gen. 2:9, NKJV), and 
“The Lord God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from 
any tree of the garden, but you must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for on the day you eat from it, you 
will certainly die’” (vv. 16–17, CSB).

Adam and Eve were told not to eat the fruit of a certain tree, 
that disobedience would result in death. Why the alternative of 
death? There could not have been a more suitable one. God is life. 
He is the Source of Life, the Author of Life. He is Life Eternal. He 
breathed life into the very first human being and is the Giver of 
Life to all who came and will come after Him. Consider what we 
read in Job 33:4 (NKJV): “The Spirit of God has made me, and the 
breath of the Almighty gives me life.” Then we read the words of 
Isaiah, the prophet: “This is what God the Lord says—the Creator 
of the heavens, who stretches them out, who spreads out the earth 
with all that springs from it, who gives breath to its people, and life 
to those who walk on it” (Isa. 42:5, NIV). When the Son of God 
walked the earth, He proclaimed, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life” (John 14:6, NKJV). 
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Yes, indeed, God is the very Source of Life. What better, fairer 
choice could be posed to Adam and Eve than a choice between 
life and death? There could be no confusion. There was no gray 
area; only white or black, life or death, remain blessed or become 
cursed. Adam and Eve already had abundant life in excess. Their 
bodies were so wholly alive that they would never die. Death and 
decay did not exist—they knew no such thing. Nature knew no 
such thing. They could choose to remain this way, or they could 
choose to reject the Author of Life, and with Him, life itself. Re-
jecting God and continuing in life was an impossibility. They 
could not reject God without rejecting life. I am reminded of the 
choice given by the Lord to the children of Israel: “I call heaven 
and earth as witnesses against you today that I have set before you 
life and death, blessing and curse. Choose life so that you and your 
descendants may live” (Deut. 30:19, CSB). Free choice is the most 
burdensome of all gifts: The right choice can bring infinite good, 
while the wrong choice can topple every good thing. 

God therefore wanted Adam and Eve to continue in life. None-
theless, He gave them a choice whether to do just that or rather 
embrace death. The choice was given in the form of a command-
ment: not to eat of a certain tree. Disobeying that commandment 
would result in them choosing death. What is another word for 
disobeying God? Sin. God is seamless holiness, flawless goodness. 
He is the standard. We will call this standard the God standard. 
Sin is a deviation from the God standard. Humankind was creat-
ed in His image to reflect the God standard flawlessly. Why? God 
wanted only the very best for the crown of His creation: absolute 
goodness, flawless holiness, unqualified perfection, unhindered 
joy. He created humankind to mirror Him seamlessly.
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In the Old Testament, the most common word for sin in Hebrew 
is chata, which means to miss a mark or way. This is  equivalent to 
the most frequently used New Testament word for sin: hamartia. 
As an arrow misses its target or as a traveler chooses the wrong 
road, so a sinful act is one that deviates from the God standard. 
I mentioned earlier in this chapter that Jesus called Himself “the 
way, the truth and the life”. God is indeed the way. Deviate from the 
way and you are in sin territory. Sin is less of a thing than it is the 
absence of a thing. A path that is traveled is only incorrect if there 
is a path that is correct. In life, there is a correct path, a correct 
standard. This is the God path—the God standard—and sin is the 
act of straying from it. It is an unplugging from our Life Source. As 
God is the Author of Life, straying from Him and His ways intro-
duces death into the life mix. I like to break up this death result into 
both penalty and consequence. I shall explain what I mean by this 
but before I do, we must spend some time on that first sin moment, 
commonly titled “the Fall” in Christian circles. It is a suitable title: 
Humankind’s fall from life; humankind’s plummet to death.
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